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1. What is the STAR Center?

The purpose of the STAR Center is to help individuals with disabilities lead fully active lives to include jobs and independent living.

2. Look at the flashing marquee on the page. What new info did you learn?

Many famous and important people had to overcome disabilities to pursue their dreams.

3. Read about Art Therapy. What new information or insight did you learn? What is Art Therapy?

Art therapy is the use of creative arts to further the personal development of the individual to achieve their goals.

4. Have you encountered the use of augmentative or alternative communication devices? What would you expect to see? Share experiences.

 As a substitute teacher, I have assisted in Special Education classes from time to time which use some of these technologies. I don’t really know the name of the devices used. One student typed answers to questions into a laptop type device which verbalized the answer for them. 

5. 5. Describe the Access Express. What is its purpose? When would you think the STAR Center would put it to use?

The STAR Center’s “Access Express” is a mobile unit fitted with the assistive technological devices which can be made available to people with disabilities. It allows for the Center to travel to the people in the area which are unable to come to the Center in order to have their needs evaluated to determine which assistive technological devices would be most helpful to them.  This enables them to assist people who might otherwise be unable to get help because their disabilities make it difficult for them to travel to the Center.

6. Who does the STAR Center serve? ... specific ages or conditions? Current technologies? Explain. 
How is the STAR Center funded?

The STAR Center is designed to serve all individuals with disabilities or special needs which want to lead independent and productive lives. This extends to kids just starting out in school to those who are pursuing college degrees. Computer technology is available to assist those who are unable to see and/or hear as well as those who suffer mobility issues. The STAR Center is funded through foundations, corporate sponsorships and charitable donations.
7. Services are available to clients with visual impairments? Compare the two services discussed.

“Optometric Low Vision Consultation” allows for a thorough exam by a licensed optometrist who works with the patient to determine the best type of optical device which can be used to enhance their vision.

“Orientation and Mobility Program” helps individuals who are visually impaired increase their ability to get around and travel independently through individual training and with the use of canes, etc. 

8. Read through some of the Success Stories. Reflect on two of them.

David Thrasher, who was visually impaired from birth, was able to graduate from college and get a job at a law firm due to assistance from the STAR Center. They provided him with the use of a special computer for visually impaired people and large print books.

Kyle Buehler is able to experience life as a normal 5th grader in spite of his disabilities thanks to the STAR Center. Suffering a stroke to the right side of his brain left him with limited visual perception and fine motor skills and unable to comprehend abstract concepts. Attending Music and Art Therapy and working in the computer lab helped him gain the skills necessary to succeed.

9. How is the STAR Center supported?  How can WE help? SHARE any personal experiences.

The STAR Center is supported through contributions by initials and corporations. We can help by contributing our time, money or goods and services.

10. What is the main focus of Music Therapy?

Music Therapy is designed to affect the emotions of the individual, increase their self esteem and thereby provide an improvement in verbal and non verbal communication.

11. Look at the STAR Video! What else did you learn about the STAR Center, after viewing the video?

The STAR Center is the largest center of its kind in the United States. The Center meets people at their current level of development and works to advance them to a higher level. They use the rhythm of music to help people increase their ability to move.
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